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Writer, MECC Speller, and MECC Write Start); (9) Milliken Word 
Processor (Prewriting, Postwriting, and Activity Files); (10) __ 
SchoolWriter; (11) Snoopy Writer; and (12) The Writer's Assistant 
(Interactive Writing Tools). The report provides information about 
features to look for when buying word processors, explanations of the 
evaluation process used in choosing the listed products, tables of 
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recommendations pertaining to each word processor, and addresses and 
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WHAT THIS REporT IS ABOUT 


when we S€t_out to prepare this report we had no idea of the large number 
of word plocessing products for elementary grades. We initially 
identified 86 titles that in oné way or anothér involved word 

processing. This list included writing software that used "built-in" 


word processors; talking word processors; illustrated storywriters; and 
professional, business, and home word processors. 


Our first task was to narrow this large number of word processors for 


elementary Students to a manageable number. — Using the following 
criterias We identified 12 word processors for this réport: 


e The product must be a stand-alone word processor not buiit-in as 
Part of another writing activity. 


e It Must be a full= =featured word processor in that it. provides 
basic word processing functions for text entry, revision and 
Printing. (Our list of "basics" is listed in the WHAT TO LOOK 
FOR séction of this report.) 


e The product wast have some combination OF. supplementary _ 7 
matérials or specific features that indicate it is designed for 


SChool use by Students in grades k-6:; This included such things 
as: variable size text, writing activities, spelling | Or grammar 


We alSo identified 13 products that provided writing activities using the 


word proc€Ssors, Table 1 on the next page shows the resulting list of 
products. 


Next we reviewed each and wrote complete product descriptions which are 


summarizéo_in pable 2 (page 6). We aiso highlighted six word processors 


we recommend for preview (pages - 7 and. 8) s. The complete product 


Descriptions: Word Processors and Writing Activities “or the Elementary 


Grades. 


TABLE 1: 


Title 


Bank Street Writer III 


Activity Files: Vol. 1 
Activity Files: Vol. 2 


Bard's "Pro=AM" 
FredWriter 

FrEdWriter Lessons 
HomeWord P lus 
Logowriter 
Magic Slate 

1 Can Write! 

Be a Writer! 

Write With Me! 
MasterType's Writer 
MECC Writer 

Ghost Writer 

MECC Speller 

MECC Write Start 
Milliken Wor d Processor 

Prewriting 

Postwriting 

Activity Files 
SchoolWriter 
Snoopy Writer 


The Writer's Assistant 


Interactive Writing Tools 
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WORD PROCESSING AND WRITING ACTIVITIES 


Price 
79.95 
59 95 
89.95 


69.9 


100.00 
79% 
39.95 


59.9% 
279.00 


word processor — 
writing activities 
writing activities 
word processor 
word processor _ 
writing activities 
word proces sor 
word processor 
word processor 
writing activities 
writing activities 
writing activities 
word processor 
word processor 
revising 

spelling check 
witing activities 
word srocessor 
writing activities 
revising 

writing activities 
word processor 
word processor 


word processor 
writing activities 


Level 
K-12 
6-8 

= 
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Producer 
Scholastic 
Scholastic 
Scholastic 
Writ Soft Intl 
Steele Pib| 
Steele Publ 
Sierra-On Line 
Logo Comp Sys 
Sunburst 
Sunburst 
Sunburst 
Sunburst 

D.C. Heath 
MECC 

MECC 

MECC 

MECC 

Milliken 
Milliken 
Milliken 
Milliken 

SRA 

Random House 
Brittanica 
Britannica 


WHAT TO LOOK FOR WHEN COMPARING WORD PROCESSORS 
Basic Features. The word processors featured in this report provide the 
following basic features. 


Cursor Movement--Can you move the cursor up, down, left and right 
by character? 
Entry Modes=--Can you both Insert text and Typeover existing text? 
Delete=-Can you déleté with a special key or keys? (Instead of 
typeover only) 
Block operations--Can you mark a biock of text and then move, copy, 
or delete it? 
Find--Can you search a document for a word or phrase? Once a word 
is found, Many. word processors will automatically replace it with a 
designated word: 

File Handling 


Printing 
Margins and. Line Spacing--When printing can you control margins and 
line spacing 
Page Numbers--Can you print page numbers on a document? 


Support Materials 
User Manual--Is there a user manual for basic word processor 


operation? 
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Additional Features. The fo! Ned are add st jonay cOMWenient features 
that the word processors in | epo1 


features in Table 2. Letter’ iN garenth@?s indicaté the codes used in 
the table. 
Misc. Features 
Operation--Do you make _54,-°\.;ohs £r2™ thenUS onlY (M)? Commands 
only (C)? Or Both (B)?_ ."\ig make 2 Ord Proces80r easy to 
learn but they tend to Bh Nai and cvMAy some onc® you know the 
ropes, Having both menu” %4 command °*iven Operation is bese. 


Mouse--Can you use a mou "oy ak ind Sqjections? 


Icons-=-Does the program a \yABnic 8¥MNors to rePresent selections 
in a menu? Often icons ? YH 8e supPr, are prOYlded together. 


Column choice--what are WN i Pices £OF yumber of Coyumns per 

line? Type sizés are aetan ied py ¢2© jumber of Columns the screen 
er page is divided into: a Al, or °°: the Smaller the column 
division the larger the #\:* 


Typestyles--Is there a seryon of eeRst yee haa they print to 
screen (S), only to print’~ yo) + or PUN (B)? when » selected 
typestyle such as italicé 7" iaderlin® Sppears on the screen young 
students aré reassured tia, Nyrat the? Sge iS what they will get" 
when the document is prin Ne 


Frozen Prompts--Is it pos by. to ent’. Sgrozen® text to create 
prompted writing files fo. Kents? Usuaily, thé Prompts cannot be 
written over (thus, "frog ") ong the PtymptS are St included when 
the final document is pr if *\ 

Merge Files-=Can you atta” \, existi9 Eile to OM® you are working 
on? 

"Text only" Files--Is the!’ A, Option ©S gave q £il® as text only 
or in ASCII code? This of, ba iy usef! for telecOMunicating a 
file. For example, text /o\\" can be ‘Synsported t© other word 
processors or to spelling” 8 gtammar “Wckers, 


Macros--Is it possible to !*s igmate sPeSigl keys t° do the work of 
several keystrokes? 


Support Features 
Help Screens=-Are help sola Feadily Wgilable t© temina you of 
commands and their functid” 
Tutorial=-Is there an inté ey ye, on-SSteen tutorial which teaches 
the basic operations of tf’ "A proceSSoz? 


Teacher! Ss Guide--is there a speciai section for teachers in the 


documentation? 


Student. Activities--bo. the. Support materiais jnetede activities for 


students? This might be tesson o outlines, reproducible handcuts Or 


fites on disk: The activities might focus On writing or word 


processing. 
Writing Aids 


Spelling Checker--Does the word processor include a speliing 
checker? If so; does it allow you to correct spelling as it checks? 
(Y+) 


Grammar Checker--Does it include a grammar checker? If SO, does it 


aliow you to change wording as it checks? (Y+) 


thesaurus--Does it include a thesaurus? If 50, can vou insert 


aiternative words as it identifies them? (Y+) 


HOW WE RATED THE WORD PROCESSORS 
In Pabie. Swe rated.the word processcrs with « five-point scale: 
5-outstanding, 4-good, 3- -average, 2-poor, and l-unacceptable and included 


five different categories: 


Features-- indicates the quantity and quality of both the basic and 
additional features. The rating also reflects how well the features 
perform. 


support. his includes documentation, interactive tutorials, help 
screens, and student activities. 

Ease of Learning--reflects the initial period of getting familiar 
with the features of the word processor. 


Ease of Usé--ceflects the logic and efficiency Of. the word 7 
processor operations, especially after the initial léarning period. 


Value--indicates the value of the word processor when considering 
its price. 


Overall Score--is not a strict average of scores from the above; it 
reflects a general scoré whén all factors aré takén into account. 
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TWBLE 2: COMPARISON 0 


Operation : 


Bark Street Writer {11 7 
Birds “roa |. 
Ff er ii 
Hover Pus 
togniiter HA 
fagic Slate = «88 


hasterType's Writer 
Nec ter 

HGTV Hen Word Processor | 69:98 
Saoopy Wr iter igs | WOR 
the Witer’s sistant [59.8 | 8 WA 
N= AOA MBWU ORIEN 


KEY: Y= YES 


Nfscel lanous 


Featires 
5 | 
£ 8 
v ls 
E | » 
pig 
6 ole 


Frozen Prompts : 


Merige : files: 


C= COMMAND OR EK 
RATINGS TWDER: 5 = OUTSTANDING = GOOD «3 SATISFACTORY «= - POOR 1 UNACCEPTABLE 


F WORD PROCES 


fiiles: 


"Text only! 


SORS FOR ELEMENTARY GRADES 


Support. Writing 
_ Featores Tools. 


t. 
v 
a4 
a) 
uv 
rz 
ce) 
te 
0 
& 
oO 


Student Activities 
Spelling Checkler' : 


Help: Screens. 
Teacher's Guide. 


; Tutorial: 


yy ]|yy yu | eu 
yu | yu vy y fu wn 
Hn | WH HW | Y WN 
ay | yyy ¥ | WW 
yyiyuyYyY |] a uN 
Ry t yy yy |e WN 
KN | YY YY | Ne 
hat yy yy | aN 
hal yan aw 
Hun | yuyu | YUN 
B=B0T P= PRINTER $= SCREEN 


NOTE: SchooTWe iter was not included in th#S comparison, A preview copy was wnavatl able, 


ECC Weiter and Hill kan Word Processor have spall ing and grammar checkers available separately. 
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Ratings 


Sipport Features 
Ease! of Learning 
Ease of Use 
Weralti Score: - 


Features i 


445654 
54555 
6333933 
45445 5 
(55545 
45444 
645433 
145533 
P25 Sd 2 
oe ae: 
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OUR PREVIEW RECOMMENDATIONS (in alphabetical order) 


Bank Street Writer III 


Only. Magic Slate can compete with. this Premier word processing system for 


schools. While the basic. operation and appearance remain the same as the 


previous Bank Street Writers,. students and teachers will soon discover 


the added power that makes _ -Bank ‘Street. Writer. III a must for preview. 


Writer Iii; 


The Bard's “rro-Am* word Processing System 


"Ciear® and "accommodating" _Gescribe. The ‘Bard's System by Writing — 


first. screen_On--even. -fter summer vacation. In this three-level system, 


the_ _Starter and . Experienced. levels have an appropriately restricted set 
of commands. For. example, -t the Starter uses 40-columr format and does not 


have biock. eae iat _Once faaimilar with the _system, Students will 


format; ee large vite dety of printer options, etc. buery Student 
will want to ose the spelling corrector, which is one of the best 
reviewed. 


FrEdwr iter 


£Lreaware means each of your. students Can Own a word processor: Respect 


for FrEdWriter grows as Students discover its Capabilities; . it provides 
most anything Students. (and _teachers) need in a word Processor. - 


of a Spanish- language version. Now "that FrEdtiriter comes with eight 
remarkably thorough writing lessons; ‘PreEdwWriter is formidable competition 


Logowr iter 


Logowr iter isa vehicle for problem-solving with Logo programming and 


word processing. It combines the power and atmosphere of. Logo. with the 


added expresSiveness of word processing. The activity. books and cards, 


and teacher's guidé Suggést ways to use this tooi throughout the 


element vary curriculum. The packagé should revive interest among teachers 


who were yrristrated in their attempts - to integrate Logo into the 


curraculum. Logo Comput2r Systems has shown a sensitivity to school 
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finances and the need for home- schooi. cooperation through its site 


licensing policy. A single purchase buys the. rights to make enough 


copies for your district. Aithough-_ Logowriter has limited word 


processing capabilities, . the Package must be considered when previewing 


word processing systems for elementary schools: 


Magic Slate 


Magic Slate deserves all the status and respect of a true classic. It 


was the first word processor billed as a "word processor that grows with 


ee And ait does. .Its 20- and 40-column versions are _ comfortable and 


can satisfy a students. It is unusual in that any selected 


typestyle appears on the screen,-reassuring students with its. 
What-You-See-Is-What-You-Get screen display. As an additional 


attraction, Sunburst has produced three absorbing. writing units for 


grades 2-4 (I Can Write!, Be a writer! and Write With Me!). If Schools 


are willing to purchase a spelling corrector stparately, Magic Slate is a 


strong candidate for a district-wide word processing system. 


MasterType's Writer 


MasterType's Writer. may be the most unusual word ‘processing system 


available for elementary. schoots:; It ‘certainly is the most fun! The use 


of color highlighting, the ability_ to design new letters and symbols, and 


the list sorting capability open up attractive possibilities for the 


classroom. The colior enhances_ on-screen reading and makes prompted. 


writing possible. Students_who like calligraphy Or cryptography will go 


wild as they design up to 96 new characters: The sorting capability 


sorts lists of words or phrases in alphbetical Or numerical order. This 


D.C. Heath program should be previewed for its refreshing and novel 
approach. 
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PRODUCER INFORMATION 


Encyclopaedia Britannica 

425 North Michigan Avenue 
loth Floor 
Chicago, IL 60611 


systems 
Street 


Logo Computer 
555 West 57th 
Suite 1236__ 
New York, NY. 


800/34LOGIC 


10019 


Minnesota Educational Computing 

_ Corporation (MECC) 

3490 Lexington Avenue North 

St. Paul, MN 55126 
612/481-3500 


Milliken Publishing 

PO Box 21579 

St. Louis, MO 63132 
314/991=46220 


Random House : 

201 East 50th Street 

New York, NY 10022 
212/572-2616 


Scholastic Inc. 
2931 East McCarty Street 
P.O. Box 5702 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
Sierra On-Line 


Coarsejold, CA 93614 


209/683-6858 
SRA/SCI Research Associates 
155 North Wacker Drive 
Chicago, IL 60606 

8U0/621-0476 


Steele Publishing 
P.O. Box 5493 
Concord, CA 94524 


415/685-7265 


Sunburst Communications 


Writing Software International 

110 East Broadway 

Suite 600 

Missoula, MT 59802 
406/543-3141 


